REASONS humbly ofer'd to the 
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Parliament of Great Britain for ſome Alterations and 
Aaaitions to a late AG of Parliament, intitled, An 
AC for the better ColleQing Charity-Mony on 
Briefs by Letters Patents, and preventing Abulcs, 


[<A 


I, HE Evils this AR intended to remedy were the Frauds committed 


by the ColleQors of the Charity, and the Trouble the poor Suffere 
were at to get any benefit of the Colle&ion ; but both theſe Mi. 
: chiefs are not fully provided againſt, and others of equally perni- 
cious Conſequence are ſprung up 1n their room, the Colle&ors or Undertakers 
having ſtill the ſame Opportunity of defrauding the poor Sufferers, and the 
Charges of Collection remaining ſo great, that little muſt be left for the Relief 
of the miſerable Suiferers, as will appear in the following Inſtances, 


This AQt declares, that all farming and purchaſing of ſuch Charity. by which 
vile Practice upon the Neceſſitysof the Sufferers nay have got conſiderable Eſtates, 
is unlawful and ſhall be vold, and that each Party to ſuch Purchaſe or Agreement 
by way of Farming, ſhall forfeit Five Hundred Pounds. ; 


The Undertakers, who were wont to farm theſe Briefs, evade this L | 
taking advantage of the Neceſſitys of the Poor, now lend them Mony, and” own 
the Briefs for their Security ; which, and the Collections upon them, They either 
keep as forfeited, or make up ſuch an extravagant Account for Trouble and Char- 
ges, as leaves little or nothing for a Dividend amongſt the Svfferers. 


2. This A& requires a Rereit ta be given © the Priutci of tie Numb 
printed Copys of the Briefs, and that Receit to be fild in the Rear On 
the Court of Chancery, and that ſuch printed Copy ſhall be mark'd with a Stamp 


to be kept by ſuch Regiſter, and that any Perſon convicted of fors; Y 
ſhall be publickly ſet on the Pillory for = Hour. " orging ſuch Stamp 


This is a vaſt Trouble to the Regiſter, and he ought to have a Recom 
It z but no certain one —_ appointed by the AQ” it is left at his CONEs Br 
Conviftion of a Forgery of ſuch Stamp will be a great charge to the Proſecutor 
but no proviſion 1s made to reimburſe him ; and the benefit of forging is ſo great, 
that the ſlight Puniſhment of ſtanding on a Pillory for an Hour will deter none, who 
have Villany enough, to attempt forging at all. : 


The Undertakers to diſperſe the printed Copys of the Briefs, are appointed to 
colle& the Monys; and having no controul upon them, are Capable of practiſing 
many Frauds, and concealing them afterwards. 


By the AQ the Undertakers are to account before a Maſter in Chancery, and 
the Sufferers have liberty to controvert it, which gives a great Trouble to the 
Maſter without any ade uate Recompence ; and if any Sufferers will cantrovert 
the Account, they muſt do it at their own Charge, and are at no certainty of be- 
ing reimburs'd thoſe Charges; andif they were, it-will be impoſſible for the poor 


Sufferers to deteQt an hundredth part of the Frauds that may be committed thro all 
parts of the Kingdom. 


Now if a ſtanding Office be ereQted, it would prevent all the Frauds that migh 
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REASONS humbly offer'd to the 


Parliament of Great Britain for ſome Alterations and 
Additions to a late A& of Parliament, intitled, An 
AQ for the better ColleQing Charity-Mony on 
Briefs by Letters Patents, and preventing Abulcs, 
We 


HE Evils this A& intended to remedy were the Frauds committed 
by the ColleQors of the Charity, and the Trouble the poor Sufferers 
were at to get any benefit of the Colle&ion ; but both theſe Miſ- 
chiefs are not fully provided againſt, and others of equally perni- 

cious Conſequence are ſprung up in their room, the Colle&ors or Undertakers 
having ſtill the ſame Opportunity of defrauding the poor Sufferers, and the 
Charges of Colle&ion remaining ſo great, that little muſt be left for the Relief 
of the miſerable Sufferers, as will appear in the following Inſtances. 


This A& declares, that all farming and purchaſing of ſuch Charity, by which 
vile Praftice upon the Neceſlitys of the Sufferers many have got conſiderable Eſtates, 
is unlawful and ſhall be vold, and that each Party to ſuch Purchaſe or Agreement, 
by way of Farming, ſhall forfeit Five Hundred Pounds. 


The Undertakers, who were wont to farm theſe Briefs, evade this Law, and 
taking advantage of the Neceſlitys of the Poor, now lend them Mony, and take 
the Briefs for their Security ; which, and the Colle&tions upon them, they either 
keep as forfeited, or make up ſuch an extravagant Account for Trouble and Char- 
ges, as leaves little or nothing for a Dividend amongſt the Svfferers. 


2. This Afqt requires A Noreit tn be given to the Priutci uf the Number of the 
printed Copys of the Briefs, and that Receit to be fiPd in the Regiſter-Office of 
The Court of Chancery, and that ſuch printed Copy ſhall be mark*'d with a Stamp 
to be kept by ſuch Regiſter, and that any Perſon convicted of forging ſuch Stamp 
ſhall be publickly ſer on the Pillory for au Hour. 


This is a vaſt Trouble to the Regiſter, and he ought to have a Recompence for 
it; but no certain one being appointed by the AQ, it is left at his pleaſure. The 
Convi&ion of a Forgery of ſuch Stamp will be a great charge to the Proſecutor, 
but no proviſion is made to reimburſe him 3; and the benefit of forging is ſo great, 
that the ſlight Puniſhment of ſtanding on a Pillory for an Hour will deter none, who 
have Villany enough, to attempt forging at all. 


The Undertakers to diſperſe the printed Copys of the Briefs, are appointed to 
colle& the Monys ; and having no controul upon them, are capable of practifing 
many Frauds, and concealing them afterwards. 


By the A& the Undertakers are to account before a Maſter in Chancery, and 
the Sufferers have liberty to controvert it, which gives a great Trouble to the 
Maſter without any adequate Recompence ; and if any Sufferers will cantrovert 
the Account, they muſt do it at their own Charge, and are at no certainty of be- 
ing reimburs'd thoſe Charges; and if they were, itwill be impoſſible for the poor 
Sufferers to detet an hundredth part of the Frauds that may be committed thro all 
parts of the Kingdom. 


Now if a ſtanding Office be ereQed, it would prevent all the Frauds that migh 
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oricts by Letters Fatents, and preventing Abuſcs, 
Wh, 


HE Evils this A& intended to remedy were the Frauds committed 
by the Colletors of the Charity, and the Trouble the poor Sufferers 
were at to get any benefit of the Colle&ion ; but both theſe MiC- 
chiefs are not fully provided againſt, and others of equally perni- 

cious Conſequence are ſprung up in their room, the Colle&ors or Undertakers 
having ſtill the ſame Opportunity of defrauding the poor Sufferers, and the 
Charges of ColleCtion remaining ſo great, that little muſt be left for the Relief 
of the miſerable Sufferers, as will appear in the following Inſtances, 


This AQ declares, that all farming and purchaſing of ſuch Charity, by which 
vile Practice upon the Neceſlitys of the Sufferers many have got conſiderable Eſtates, 
is unlawful and ſhall be vold, and that each Party to ſuch Purchaſe or Agreement, 
by way of Farming, ſhall forfeit Five Hundred Pounds. 


The Undertakers, who were wont to farm theſe Briefs, evade this Law, and 
taking advantage of the Neceſſitys of the Poor, now lend them Mony, and take 
the Briefs for their Security ; which, and the Colletions upon them, they either 
keep as forfeited, or make up ſuch ag extravagant Account for Trouble and Char- 
ges, as leaves little or nothing for a Dividend amongſt the Svfferers. 


2. This AF requires A Noreit tn be given to the Priutci of the Number of the 
printed Copys of the Briefs, and that Receit to be fiPd in the Regiſter-Office of 
the Court of Chancery, and that ſuch printed Copy ſhall be mark'd with a Stamp 
to be kept by ſuch Regiſter, and that any Perſon convicted of forging ſuch Stamp 
ſhall be publickly ſet on the Pillory for au Hour. | 


This is a vaſt Trouble to the Regiſter, and he ought to have a Recompence for 
it; but no certain one —_— appointed by the AR, it is left at his pleaſure. The 
Convidtion of a Forgery of ſuch Stamp will be a great charge to the Proſecutor, 
but no proviſion 1s made to reimburſe him and the benefit of forging is ſo great, 
that the ſlight Puniſhment of ſtanding on a Pillory for an Hour will deter none, who 
have Villany enough, to attempt forging at all. 


The Undertakers to diſperſe the printed Copys of the Briefs, are appointed to 
colle& the Monys ; and having nocontroul upon them, are capable of praQtifing 
many Frauds, and concealing them afterwards. 


By the AQ the Undertakers are to account before a Maſter in Chancery, and 
the. Sufferers have liberty to controvert it, which gives a great Trouble to the 
Maſter without any adequate Recompence; and if any Sufferers will controvert 
the Account, they muſt do it at their own Charge, and are at no certainty of be- 
ing reimburs'd thoſe Charges; and if they were, it will be impoſſible for the poor 
Sufferers to dete@t an hundredth part of the Frauds that may be committed thro all 
parts of the Kingdom. 


Now if a ſtanding Office be erected, it would prevent all the Frauds that might 
be committed 1n vifberſing the Briefs and colle&ing the Mony thereon, and the 
poor Sufferers are thereby certain of recovering their Loſſes without Trouble 
or Charge, and might (if the Honourable Houſe thinks fit) be allow'd ſome part 
of their Loſles to ſupply their preſent Neceſlitys while the Mony is a colleCting, 


Margaret Mortimer. 


